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Title: Assist with the Care of Unwell Animals 

Level: Entry Level 3 

Credit Value 2 

GLH 20 

Unique 
Reference 
Number:   

K/650/6672 

Aim: The aim of this unit is to provide learners with the knowledge to know 
how to participate in using relevant equipment to check for signs of 
good/ill health in animals. Learners should also know how to 
hygienically prepare environments and monitor animals in their care. 

Assessment Assessments for this unit are internally set and internally assessed. 

Learning outcomes 

The learner will: 

1.  Be able to identify the signs of good and ill health in animals. 

Delivery content:  

The aim of this learning outcome is to provide the learners with knowledge to know what 

equipment is used to carry out health checks and signs which indicate good health or 

illness. 

 

The learner must: 

• Identify signs of good and ill health in a specified animal. 

• Recognise two pieces of equipment that could assist with health checks. 

• Outline how and why two pieces of equipment are used. 

2. Know how to monitor an animal that is unwell. 

Delivery content: 

The aim of this learning outcome is to provide the learners with knowledge to know how to 

prepare themselves and the environment to care for animals and how to monitor the 

health of an animal that is unwell.  

 

The learner must: 

• State personal hygiene procedures to be carried out before monitoring an 

unwell animal. 
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• Identify how to prepare an appropriate environment that an unwell animal can be 

cared for in. 

• Identify the signs that would indicate that an animal’s health is improving or 

deteriorating. 

• Identify who to refer a specified animal to if its health deteriorates further. 

 

Scope of Training 

 

The Scope of Training identifies areas that must be covered during the delivery of this 

unit. This is the minimum that is expected but tutors are expected to include other areas, 

knowledge of which will benefit their learners, based on location, types of work available 

and from the tutors own professional experience.   

 

Requirements 

Equipment 
May include: 
 

• Personal protective equipment 

• Scales 

• Thermometer 

Personal hygiene 

procedures 

May include: 

• Wearing clean clothing 

• Regular handwashing 

• Use of Personal Protective Equipment. 
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Signs Good health –  

• Bright, clear eyes 

• No evidence of pain/discomfort 

• Clean, shiny coat 

• Alert, inquisitive behaviour 

• Appropriate breathing rate 

• Passing faeces and urinating as normal 

• Normal food/water intake 

 

Poor health –  

• Glazed or bloodshot eyes, discharge 

• Signs of pain/discomfort 

• Dull or matted coat 

• Lethargy 

• Laboured, rapid or shallow breathing 

• Abnormal faeces or urination 

• Loss of appetite 

• Increased thirst 
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