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Title: Environmental Awareness and Sustainability in the Construction
Sector

Level: 1

GLH 18

Credit value 2

Unique Reference 3/651/1387

Number:

Aim: The aim of this unit is to allow learners to develop an understanding

of environmental awareness and sustainability in the construction
sector.

Assessment This unit is internally assessed through the completion of the NOCN
set assignment and internally and externally quality assured. The
NOCN assignment has been produced and should be used to
evidence all learning outcomes.

Learning outcomes
The learner will:

1. Understand the impact of the construction sector on the environment.
Delivery content:

The purpose of this learning outcome is to ensure learners understand the impact the

construction sector has on the environment.

The learner must know:
1.1 Identify how construction related actions could have a negative impact on the
environment.
1.2 Identify how construction sector processes could have a negative impact on
sustainability.
1.3 Ouitline the impact of not adhering to environmental awareness and

sustainability practices.

2. Understand ways to reduce the impact own industry has on the environment.
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Delivery content:
The purpose of this learning outcome is to ensure learners understand ways to reduce the

impact the construction sector has on the environment.

The learner must identify:
2.1 Identify actions that can minimise the negative impacts on the environment.
2.2 Identify actions that can minimise the negative impacts on sustainability.
2.3 Identify why it is important for an organisation to have a waste management
plan.
2.4 Give examples of methods for managing waste.
2.5 Outline the types of waste that can be generated in a construction
environment.
2.6 List the types of waste generated that can be:
o reused.
O recycled.
2.7 Identify what environmental procedures are in place in own organisation.
2.8 Identify what the environmental procedure is used for and what it should

include.

Scope of Training/Assessment
What would you expect the learner to be able to do or not to do?

The expectation is that the learner will be able to differentiate between environmental
awareness and sustainability be able to identify basic impacts as detailed below.

It is not expected that they will be able to recall specific legislation or the major impacts
this can have to carbon footprints and climate change.

The following expands on terms highlighted through the unit. Those in bold are the
minimum expectations, those not highlighted can be addressed in order to stretch and
challenge learners. It is expected that tutors expand on the areas to be covered to make
relevant to the local area and employment opportunities and explain terms in using terms
that will be understandable to their learners.

Assessment:
The Assessment assignment is available from NOCN.
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Negative impact on the
Environment

Waste products
Energy/Water consumption
Emissions

Pollution (air, water, noise)

Environment

Water courses
Plant life (flora)
Wildlife (fauna)
Community impact

Sustainability

3Rs

Social

Ethical
Environmental
Economic

Environmental
Awareness

Social/leconomic impact
Mindful use of resources
Net zero

Conserve biodiversity

Actions (Environment)

Use of renewable or lower impact materials (Such
as sustainable insulation, water-based paints,
sustainably sourced timber, recycled metals, concrete
substitutes, salvage materials)

Waste management

Actions
(Sustainability)

Reuse (Timber, Paint, Bricks/blocks, Slates/Tiles,
Aggregates, Metals, Crushed concrete, Components)
Recycle (Timber, Metals, paints)

Community engagement

Energy saving

Energy Efficiency

Local procurement

Local employment

Waste Management Plan

Types of waste
Disposal plan
Compliance with law
Quantity of waste

Types of Waste

Building materials (Brick, Tile, Concrete, Some
Insultations, Wood, Glass and Metals)

Natural (Soil, Stone)

Hazardous (Paints, Varnish, Cement, Cabling, Tar,
Insultation, Asbestos, Adhesives and Sealants)
Recyclable

Non-recyclable

Single use plastics
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Methods for managing e Reducing production
waste e Recycling materials
¢ Reusing materials
e Storage of waste on site
Environmental e Document aims
procedures e Minimise impacts
e Record use of resources
e Monitor/report on performance
¢ Promote sustainable practices
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