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Title: Wood Turning Techniques 

Level: Level 2 

Credit value: 3 

GLH: 24 

Unique 

Reference 

Number: 

 

A/652/3227 

Sector 
Subject 

Area: 

14.1 Foundations for Learning and Life 

Aim: The aim of this unit is to provide learners with the knowledge and skills to 
plan and prepare a wood turning project, use a lathe and turning tools 
with control, and finish and evaluate a turned item. 

Assessment 

Type: 

Assessment of this unit will be through an internally set and internally 
assessed portfolio of evidence. 

Assessment 

Guidance: 

Assessment evidence must cover all Learning Outcomes and 
Assessment Criteria. 

Evidence must show that the learner can meet the requirements of the 
unit through appropriate portfolio evidence linked to wood turning 
techniques. 

Evidence may be generated through written work, oral questioning, tutor-
led discussion, annotated photographs, drawings or plans, material and 
setup records, tutor observation, work-in-progress checks, finished 
turned items, evaluations or other portfolio evidence appropriate to the 
unit content. Where support is provided, evidence must show what the 
learner did and the level of support used. 

 

Learning outcomes 

The learner will: 

1.        Understand materials, equipment and techniques used in wood turning. 

Delivery content: 

The aim of this learning outcome is to provide learners with the knowledge to explain how 

material choice, lathe setup, turning tools and process decisions influence safe working 

and the quality of a turned outcome. 

The learner must: 

1.1 Explain how the properties and condition of at least three wood types, wood-

based materials or turning blanks affect their suitability for wood turning. 
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1.2 Explain the function and safe use of key lathe components and at least four 

turning tools used for selected processes. 

1.3 Explain factors that influence workholding, tool rest position, lathe speed, tool 

presentation, measurement and finishing. 

2.        Be able to plan and prepare for a wood turning project. 

Delivery content: 

The aim of this learning outcome is to provide learners with the knowledge and skills to 

develop a workable turning plan, make justified choices and prepare the lathe, tools and 

workpiece for the selected project. 

The learner must: 

2.1 Develop a plan or drawing for a turned item, showing key dimensions, profile, 

material and the main sequence of work. 

2.2 Select and justify a suitable blank, workholding method, tools, turning processes 

and finish for the planned item. 

2.3 Inspect, prepare and mount the workpiece and set up the lathe in accordance 

with safe working practices. 

3.        Be able to produce, finish and evaluate a turned item. 

Delivery content: 

The aim of this learning outcome is to provide learners with the knowledge and skills to 

use a wood lathe and turning tools with control, monitor accuracy and surface quality, and 

finish and evaluate a completed turned item. 

The learner must: 

3.1 Use suitable turning tools and techniques to rough, shape and refine the 

workpiece to the planned form. 

3.2 Check dimensions, profile and surface quality during turning and make controlled 

adjustments where required. 

3.3 Apply a suitable sanding or finishing process in line with the requirements of the 

material, equipment and intended use. 

3.4 Evaluate the finished item against the plan and intended use, identifying 

strengths and justified improvements. 

 

Scope of Training 
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The Scope of Training identifies the minimum content that must be covered during 

delivery. Tutors may include additional content where it benefits learners. 

Requirements 

Safe working 

practices 

Definition: 

Ways of working that reduce the risks created by rotating 

machinery, workholding, cutting tools, loose items, wood dust and 

finishing processes during wood turning. 

Teaching must include: 

Safe working practices in this unit must include: 

• Completing pre-use checks, using suitable eye or face 

protection, securing hair and clothing, removing loose items and 

keeping hands clear of rotating work; gloves must not be worn 

while operating rotating machinery. 

• Using an appropriate workholding method, checking the 

workpiece is secure, setting the tool rest correctly and selecting 

a suitable speed before starting the lathe; measurements and 

adjustments must be made with the lathe stopped. 

• Using turning tools with suitable support and presentation, 

controlling dust and finishes appropriately, and operating the 

lathe only with competent instruction and supervision 

appropriate to the learner and equipment. 

Teaching could include: 

Between-centres turning, faceplate or chuck work, spindle profiles, 

bowls or simple hollow forms where equipment and competence 

allow, calipers, templates, sanding systems and suitable finishes. 

 


