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Title: Plant Propagation 

Level: 1 

Credit value: 3 

GLH: 27 

Unique 
Reference 
Number: 

 
M/504/0755 
 
 

Sector 
Subject Area: 

 
3.2 Horticulture and Forestry 
 

Aim: The aim of this unit is to provide learners with the skills and knowledge to 
be able to understand plant propagation. 

Assessment 
Type: 

Assessment of this unit will be through the completion of a mandatory 
internally set and internally assessed portfolio of evidence. 

 

Learning outcomes 

The learner will: 

1. Understand how to sow seed indoors in containers.  

Delivery content:  

The aim of this learning outcome is to provide the learners with the knowledge and skills 

to understand how to sow seed indoors in containers. 

 

The learner must: 

1.1 Understand how to choose appropriate containers for the seed to be sown. 

1.2 Describe how to prepare containers with suitable growing medium for sowing 

seed. 

1.3 Explain how to sow seed to appropriate density and depth. 

1.4 Describe how to correctly label the containers. 

1.5 Explain how to place the container in suitable location for germination to occur. 

2. Be able to prick out seedlings singly. 

Delivery content: 

The aim of this learning outcome is to provide the learners with the knowledge and skills 

to be able to prick out seedlings singly. 

 

The learner must: 
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2.1 Understand how to prepare containers with suitable growing medium for 

pricking out seedlings. 

2.2 Explain how to prick out singly to correct spacing. 

2.3 Describe how to label the containers. 

3.    Be able to propagate by stem cuttings. 

Delivery content: 

The aim of this learning outcome is to provide the learners with the knowledge and skills 

to be able to propagate by stem cuttings. 

The learner must: 

3.1 Understand how to remove cutting material from stock plants. 

3.2 Describe how to prepare containers with suitable growing medium for stem 

cuttings. 

3.3 Explain how to prepare cuttings and insert into growing medium. 

4.     Understand how to pot up rooted cuttings, plugs or large seedlings.   

Delivery content: 

The aim of this learning outcome is to provide the learners with the knowledge and skills 

to understand how to pot up rooted cuttings, plugs or large seedlings.   

 

The learner must: 

4.1 Describe how to clean and prepare young plants prior to potting. 

4.2 Understand how to pot up rooted cuttings, plugs or large seedlings, causing 

minimum damage to plants. 

4.3 Explain how to label plants correctly. 

5.      Be able to irrigate planted containers. 

Delivery content: 

The aim of this learning outcome is to provide the learners with the knowledge and skills 

to be able to irrigate planted containers. 

 

The learner must: 

5.1 Understand how to water containers of seeds, seedlings, stem cuttings and 

rooted cuttings or plugs correctly. 

6.      Be able to maintain a clean and tidy work area. 

Delivery content: 
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The aim of this learning outcome is to provide the learners with the knowledge and skills 

to be able to maintain a clean and tidy work area. 

 

The learner must: 

6.1 Understand how to keep a worksite clean and tidy. 

6.2 Describe how to clean and store equipment correctly. 

6.3 Explain how to dispose of waste appropriately. 

 

 

Scope of Training 

 
The Scope of Training identifies areas that must be covered during the delivery of this 

unit. This is the minimum that is expected but tutors are expected to include other areas, 

knowledge of which will benefit their learners, based on location, types of work available 

and from the tutors own professional experience. 

 

 

Requirements 

1.1 Appropriate 
containers. 

Could include but not limited to: 

• Seed trays. 

• Plastic pots. 

• Biodegradable pots. 

• Repurposed containers with drainage holes. 

 

1.4 Label the 
containers. 

Should include: 

• Use waterproof labels. 

• Write plant name and date sown. 

• Use wooden sticks, plastic tags, or adhesive labels. 

• Place labels securely to avoid loss. 

 

2.1 Prepare containers 
with suitable growing 
medium for pricking 
out seedlings. 

Should include, but not limited to: 

• Clean containers thoroughly. 

• Ensure drainage holes are present. 

• Fill with fine, well drained compost. 

• Moisten the compost before use. 

2.3 Label the 
containers. 

Should include: 

• Use waterproof labels. 

• Write plant name and date sown. 

• Use wooden sticks, plastic tags, or adhesive 
labels. 

• Place labels securely to avoid loss. 

  

4.1 How to clean and 
prepare young plants 
prior to potting. 

Should include, but not limited to: 

• Remove weak or damaged seedlings. 

• Gently loosen roots if tangled. 

• Trim excess roots if necessary. 
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• Check for pests or diseases. 

• Keep roots moist before potting. 

4.3 Label plants 
correctly. 

Should include: 

• Use waterproof labels. 

• Write plant name and date sown. 

• Use wooden sticks, plastic tags, or adhesive 
labels. 

• Place labels securely to avoid loss. 
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