
 

 

 

 

 

Dr Jo Saxton 

Chief Regulator 

Ofqual 

Earlsdon Park 

53-55 Butts Rd 

Coventry 

CV1 3BH 

 

21 November 2022 

Dear Dr Jo Saxton, 

NOCN_Cskills Awards Level 2 NVQ Certificate in Chimney Sweeping 

NOCN_Cskills Awards Level 2 NVQ Diploma in Chimney Occupations - Chimney 

Engineering 

Your team will be aware that we have had some concerns over the above qualifications and 

have had the chimney sweeping one suspended at times. 

These qualifications are old and were transferred to us as part of the purchase from CITB of 

Cskills Awards in August 2017.  They were developed under the former NOS/NVQ process 

and are recognised to be out of date with modern assessment and qualification design 

approaches, as well as recent building legislation. It is worthwhile also appreciating that the 

NOS/NVQ process ceased to be recognised in England in 2018, and that neither chimney 

sweeping nor chimney engineering are recognised by IfATE as Government approved 

occupational standards for England. 

We appreciate that CITB, in good faith, started a process to update the old NOS and hence 

NVQs in February 2020, i.e. some 33 months ago. However, there are still no formally 

approved revisions, and we are aware that there are significant disagreements between the 

various parties in the chimney occupations sub-sector. There are concerns over competency 

and safety. 

In addition, we are also aware that certain people with our sweeping level 2 NVQ are using 

this to obtain, with some other minor training, a CSCS Card even though chimney sweeping 

does not come under the definition of ‘construction’, see attached statement from the 

Industrial Training Act.  

We also need to recognise the requirements for competency in the Building Safety Act 2022 

as these will have a bearing on any new qualifications that are written to comply with the 

Government’s new regime to ensure full competency.  

The Government has recently announced that all level 2 and below qualifications are subject 

to a reform process to match the occupations approved by IfATE in 2023. These existing two 

qualifications do not match the criteria set out by the Department of Education in the reform 

process. 

 

 



 

 

Taking all of this into account NOCN has reviewed these qualifications and in our 

professional view, as the only regulated awarding organisation for this area, these old NVQs 

must be withdrawn, regardless of which alternative organisation might wish to consider 

delivery of them.  They should not be used for a competency-based carding scheme in 

construction in the light of the Building Safety Act 2022 and industry’s up to date 

requirements. 

Accordingly, to ensure Adverse Effects are not created, NOCN will be withdrawing both 

these qualifications and writing to the limited number of centres who deliver them to inform 

them not to register any new learners from 1 December 2022. We aim to finalise any 

certification by the Summer of 2023.  

 

Regards 

 

Graham Hasting-Evans, M.Sc. M.I.C.E. C. Eng. FIC-CMC 

NOCN Chief Executive 

 

 

 



 

 

The Industrial Training Act states: 

1.  Subject to the provisions of this Schedule, the activities of the construction industry are 

the following activities in so far as they are carried out in Great Britain:— 

(a)all operations in— 

(i)the construction, alteration, repair or demolition of a building; 

(ii)the construction or demolition of a railway-line, siding or monorail; 

(iii)the construction, structural alteration, repair or demolition of any aerodrome, airport, 

bridge, road, viaduct, dock, harbour, pier, quay, wharf, coast protection, river or drainage 

work, aqueduct, canal, inland navigation, reservoir, waterworks, bore-hole, well (other than 

an oil-well), filter bed, sewage works, sewer, cooling tower or pond, tunnel, heading, adit, 

chimney, furnace, carbonising or gas-making plant, nuclear or thermal power station, hydro-

electric station. electric line or any structure designed for its support, cable trench or duct, oil 

refinery, pipe-line or defence installation: 

 

NOCN’s NVQ chimney sweeping qualification does not fall under the definition “the 

construction, structural alteration, repair or demolition of”.  The word ‘sweeping’ is not 

included.  

 

 

 


