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Alternative Arrangements for 2020/1: 

Forest School Sector Statement 

Last Updated: 13th April 2021 

 

This statement has been produced to provide additional guidance for centres on the 

arrangements in place for NOCN’s suite of Forest School qualifications. This 

statement should be read in conjunction with the general guidance NOCN has 

provided on our website here: Alternative Arrangements for the Award of VTQs - 

NOCN 

 
Scope of Qualifications 

Qual No. Qualification Title 

603/3234/7 NOCN Level 1 Award in Forest School Ethos and Principles  

600/8872/2 NOCN Level 1 Award in Introduction to Forest School Principles  

603/2996/8 NOCN Level 2 Award for Forest School Assistants  

600/8873/4 NOCN Level 2 Award in Forest School Programme Support  

603/2994/4 NOCN Level 3 Certificate for Forest School Leaders 

600/8874/6 NOCN Level 3 Certificate in Forest School Programme Leadership  

 
Sector Engagement  

The adaptations in this statement have been agreed by Awarding Organisations 

across the sector and the Forest School Association. 

 
Adaptations to Delivery/Assessment 

The unit ‘Forest School Programme: Delivery’ (R/616/9002) has had the below 

adaptation:  

The FSA supports special considerations for learners impacted by Covid and whose 

‘Introduction to Forest School programme’ for Assessment Criteria 1.1 of the Delivery 

Unit was interrupted by the lockdown. In line with the Forest School ethos and 

principles centres may adapt Assessment Plans as follows: 

• Where learners have delivered five of the six required sessions* and planned 
the sixth, this will be accepted, along with evidence of a reflective dialogue 
with the assessor. 

• If learners have delivered less than five sessions but continue with the same 
group of participants after lockdown, this will be considered part of the same 
programme. The programme will still be six sessions although the sessions 
are not continuous*, as is required during normal circumstances. 

• If learners are unable to deliver sessions with the same group of participants 
then they are to restart the programme with a new group as soon as 
conditions allow. An extension to deadlines is recommended to support these 
learners. 

• Where the learner’s training has been interrupted and the learner has not yet 
started delivery of the ‘Introduction to Forest School programme’ then they will 
be required to plan and deliver the full six sessions required in the 
Assessment Criteria. 

 

https://www.nocn.org.uk/centres/alternative-arrangements-for-the-award-of-vtqs-and-other-general-qualifications/
https://www.nocn.org.uk/centres/alternative-arrangements-for-the-award-of-vtqs-and-other-general-qualifications/
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The FSA recommends these adaptations so that assessment still reflects the depth 

of knowledge required to safely and effectively lead Forest School Programmes, 

distinct from other learning approaches. These adaptations are a response to the 

specific assessment needs of only those learners impacted directly by Covid19. 

*for definitions of ‘continuous’ and ‘sessions’ see Indicative Content in the 

Qualification Specification 

For any other unit where evidence is not sufficient to claim for learner achievement or, 

where a unit signals professional competency, centres should look to adapt 

assessment to ensure fairness to its learners and support learner progression.  

NOCN has produced guidance which centres can refer to regarding how assessments 

can be adapted. Please refer to the NOCN Approach to Awarding in 2020-1 – 

Guidance for Centres document, available on the NOCN website here, for further 

detail. 

Due to the varying natures of NOCN qualifications, centres are encouraged to discuss 

adaptations outside of the ones listed above with their EQA to ensure that the collated 

evidence will meet the requirements of the criteria/outcomes set out in the qualification 

and that it is valid, reliable and authentic. This approach provides centres with the 

flexibility to ensure that all learners have an opportunity to complete any units or 

assessments that they may need to complete their qualification. 

 
Qualification Categories 

To check which category these qualifications have been placed in, please refer to the 

latest categorisation spreadsheet, which is available for download on our dedicated 

Qualification Categories page of our website. 

 

Use of Teacher Assessment Grades (TAGs) 

The use of TAGs is not applicable for these qualifications. 

 
Quality Assurance 

In all cases where adapted assessments are used, centres must ensure that the 

required internal quality assurance activities take place to ensure validity in result 

claims. Adapted assessments will fall into NOCN’s standard practices regarding 

external quality assurance.  

 

 

https://www.nocn.org.uk/centres/alternative-arrangements-for-the-award-of-vtqs-and-other-general-qualifications/
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