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BACH - British Association of Construction Heads 

What does BACH do? 

BACH represents the interests of over 80% of the further and higher education colleges in the four 
home nations. Over 90% of those following educational and training programmes in construction 
and the built environment will enrol in a member college or institution. 

BACH members manage by far the largest contribution to the skills needs of employers in the UK 
construction and built environment sector. 

BACH members strive to meet increasingly aspirational targets that are designed to raise 
qualification levels, and so enhance the ability of the UK to compete more effectively in an 
increasingly global environment. 

BACH members manage the major contribution to higher level qualifications in construction and the 
built environment, with most Higher National Certificates, Higher National Diplomas and Foundation 
Degrees being delivered and assessed in the members’ institutions. 

BACH members manage the construction craft and building services craft programmes that provide 
the majority of the young people’s competing for UK Skills in World Skills events and, in so doing, 
have helped the UK to seventh place in the world skills league table. 

BACH consults with other major external stakeholders who share the association’s beliefs, values, 
aims and objectives. 

BACH recognises the importance of modern methods of construction, sustainability, carbon 
reduction and the green skills agenda to the modern construction industry, and works to support 
improvements to national occupational standards, the construction curriculum and teaching and 
learning strategies in all construction programmes. 

Above all, BACH seeks to ensure that each and every learner and trainee receives a high quality 
educational and training experience. BACH does this by promoting the highest possible standards, 
and by developing, sharing and supporting good practice in all aspects of the education and training 
of the next generation of construction personnel. 

BACH seeks to extend the membership beyond the well-established base of those who manage the 
construction and built environment provision in further education colleges in the home nations. 

BACH therefore welcomes expressions of interest from all educational establishments, and all 
managers in such establishments, that offer education and training in construction and the built 
environment, including schools, colleges, universities and private training providers. 

BACH recognises the challenges that face the sector in terms of the government’s intention to 
reduce the funding available to the public sector, in order to address the UK’s financial deficits, and 
the undoubted impact this will have on colleges and other centres, both directly, through lower 
funding, and indirectly, due to the knock-on effects of reduced activity in the construction and built 
environment sector. 
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BACH members benefit from: 

• advice from the association and from experienced members 
• opportunities to network with other members in the same position 
• a forum in which to share solutions to present and future issues 
• opportunities to influence policy at local, regional and national level 
• an increasingly sophisticated website 
• exclusive access to a new Apprenticeship magazine 
• exclusive member only resources 

BACH does this by: 

• clearly defining the values, aims and objectives of the association 
• developing coherent policies specific to construction education 
• working to increase membership and members’ commitment 
• acting with an independent voice, not linked to any given centre 
• maintaining a clear and coherent national and regional structure 
• attending regular meetings with external stakeholders and SSCs 
• producing updates on changes to funding, curriculum and policies 
• populating the website with relevant and up-to-date information 
• holding a three-day annual conference 
• holding a one-day autumn conference 

All of the above issues become increasingly important when one considers the fragile state of the UK 
economy, the nature of the proposed cuts, and the magnitude of the cuts yet to be announced. 

This is no time to be attempting to address the major issues on your own. Collective action is the 
best way forward, and BACH is the organisation best-placed to provide the support and advice you 
need. 

www.bach.ac.uk 

 


