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ESOL International 

 

English Listening Examination 

 

Level C2 Proficient   

 

Instructions to learners 

Check that you have the correct paper.   

Please complete the information on the mark sheet. 

Record your answers on the mark sheet. 

Use black or blue ink. Do not use pencil. 

Total marks available: 31 

You have 40 minutes to finish the examination. 
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Part 1  

You will hear 10 sentences twice.  

Look at the answers.   You have two minutes to read the answers. 

Now listen to the sentences and choose the best answer.  

Mark the answer on the mark sheet. 

 

1. a. Let me help you. 
b. You can’t build it upright. 
c. You shouldn’t know. 
 

2. a. I’m not trying to avoid it. 
b. I do try but it’s too difficult. 
c. I enjoy very much coffee. 
 

3. a. Maybe it’s the right paint?  
b. Perhaps it’s the wrong paint? 
c. Is it possibly the inaccurate paint? 
 

4. a. I know, that was fortunate. 
b. Oh no, what a shame. 
c. Yes, that wasn’t very good timing. 
  

5. a. Sorry, I’m not going that way.  
b. Sorry, I can’t pick up the post. 
c. Sorry, I can’t carry it for you. 

 
6. a. How much olives do you want? 

b. Do you want any olives? 
c. Would you like a lot of olives?  

7. a. Would you like to be famous then? 
b. How much famous would you like to be? 
c. Do you want to be too famous? 
 

8. a. Take the lift to the 2nd floor and when the 
door opens, walk out. 

b. Take the lift to the 2nd floor and when the 
door opens, turn left. 

c. Take the lift to the 2nd floor and when the 
door opens, go up. 

 

9. a. I guess it can. 
b. Of course it won’t. 
c. Yes it would. 
 

10. a. Will you be long? 
b. Will it be a long way? 
c. How much further do I have to wait? 
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Part 2  

You will now hear two conversations. You will hear them twice.   

You have two minutes to look at the questions for both conversations. 

  

Now listen to Conversation 1.  Record your 

answers to the questions on the mark sheet. 
 

1. What is the main point of the phone 
call? 
a. To book a Salsa class. 
b. To obtain information about a 

Salsa class. 
c. To pay for a Salsa class.  

2. How much is it for an extra hourly 
dance session?  
a. 8 euros. 
b. 12 euros. 
c. 100 euros. 

3. In the conversation, what does ‘two 
left feet’ mean: 
a. She is left footed. 
b. She only wears high heels. 
c. She doesn’t dance well. 

 
4. How should the learner book her 

lessons? 
a. On the phone. 
b. With the dance teacher. 
c. At the dance studio. 

 
5. Where is the car park? 

a. Opposite the dance studio. 
b. Outside the dance studio. 
c. At the back of the dance studio.  
 

Listen to the conversation again and check your 

answers. 

 

 

Now listen to Conversation 2.  Record your 

answers to the questions on the mark sheet. 

 

1. What was the most difficult thing about skis? 
a. Carrying them. 
b. Walking in them. 
c. Skiing in them. 

 
2. How did Juliet describe the weather? 

a. Warm. 

b. Cold. 

c. Snowy. 

 

3. In the conversation, what did Juliet mean by 
‘it takes your breath away': 
a. You can’t breathe. 
b. It’s very windy. 
c. You are very surprised by something. 

 

4. Which of these sports were not mentioned? 
a. Husky sledging. 
b. Motorcycling. 
c. Snowboarding. 

 

5. Where were the restaurants? 
a. Fairly near the log cabin. 
b. Far away from the log cabin. 
c. In a quiet part of the town. 

 

 

 

Listen the conversation again and check your 

answers. 
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Part 3 
 

You will hear a debate and a discussion. You will hear them twice.  

 

You have two minutes to read the questions and answers on your examination paper for both the 

debate and discussion.  

 

Now listen to the Debate.  Record your answers 

on the mark sheet.  
 

1. What does it mean ‘to have the edge on’ 
something? 
a. It’s slightly better than something. 
b. It’s slightly worse than something. 
c. It’s exactly the same as something. 

 

2. What is a special feature of Xbox? 
a. It has a control pad. 
b. It has a Blu-Ray player. 
c. It has a speech feature. 

 

3. What is a special feature of Playstation? 
a. You can use headphones. 
b. You can use free internet access. 
c. You can use multiplayer games. 

 

4. Which sentence is true: 
a. Xbox has the highest resolution. 
b. Playstation has the highest resolution. 
c. Both machines are the same. 

 

5. How can you know which is the best 
machine? 
a. Look at online comparison videos. 
b. Play games on each one and try them 

out. 
c. Take a chance and just buy a machine.  

 

6. What are people mostly concerned with? 
a. The cost of machines and games. 
b. The number of games they can play. 
c. The graphics of the games. 

Listen to the debate again and check your 

answers. 

Now listen to the Discussion.  Record your 

answers on the mark sheet.  

1. What is the main concern of this 
discussion? 
a. The vegetarian menu. 
b. The main meals.  
c. The desserts.   

 
2. Which of these is not being served as a 

main meal? 
a. Stuffed camembert with garlic 

mushrooms. 
b. Mushroom risotto. 
c. Spicy chicken.  

 
3. Which of these has been removed from 

the menu? 
a. Vegetable bruschetta. 
b. Brie wellington. 
c. Chestnut ravioli. 

 
4. Which of these has been added to the 

menu? 
a. Bean salad and toasted tofu.  
b. Baby potatoes and vegetables.  
c. Vegetarian gravy.   

 
5. What is being added to the floral 

arrangements? 
a. Roses. 
b. Greenery. 
c. Carnations. 

 

Listen to the discussion again and check your 

answers. 

 


